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and garage door operators
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This document aims to provide

authorities/building control bodies and 

specifiers with guidance as to best practice

in the design, manufacture and installation

of garage doors in order to satisfy current 

UK regulations and other requirements



INTRODUCTION
This publication is designed to give guidance on those issues
which need to be considered when selecting, specifying and
using domestic garage doors and power operated domestic
garage doors.  It aims to give the reader a concise summary
of the relevant European product standards for domestic
garage doors, and the way in which these safeguard the
health and safety of users of these products.  These health
and safety requirements are prescribed by European
Directives, which have been transformed into UK national
regulations to which manufacturers must conform.

After taking into account the information provided in this
document, readers will then be in a position to recognise
genuine conformity to these standards, and to seek further
specialist advice where necessary.

DSMA members are committed to providing installers,
specifiers and users of domestic garage doors, both 
manually and power operated, with any information
required to ensure the safe use of our products.

European directives

The main European directives affecting safety of garage
doors are the Construction Products Directive and the
Machinery Directive (the latter affecting only powered
doors).  These make it an offence to supply products which
do not comply with the health and safety requirements laid
down in the directives.

In the case of the Machinery Directive, products complying
with it must already carry the CE mark.  In addition, CE
marking of manual doors will shortly become possible
under the Construction Products Directive.

As part of the process of complying with these directives
(both of which are now law in the UK), the standards listed
below enable manufacturers and suppliers to demonstrate
that their products meet these directives.

BS EN 13241 Part 1
Industrial, commercial and garage
doors and gates 

The principle European standard relevant to domestic
garage doors identifies all the critical health and safety 
considerations within the design and manufacture of the
product.  These are expanded in more detail in a series of
supporting standards.  It allows manufacturers of those
products which conform to those standards to identify clearly
to users of that product that this is the case.  This gives
resellers, users and consumers the necessary reassurance
that they are purchasing a safe and reliable product.

Whilst DSMA members are committed to ensure that their
products conform in full to the product standard (BS EN
13241-1), only a specific number of these health and 
safety aspects have been identified by the European
Commission as essential characteristics to allow CE marking
under the Construction Products Directive. These are
marked with an asterisk within this document.

In addition, for power-operated doors, there are some
health and safety aspects which are mandated under the
Machinery Directive, which are also marked in this 
document with an asterisk.

The relevant supporting standards with respect to the 
safety of domestic garage doors are as follows:

One piece retractable door

One piece canopy door

Sectional overhead door

Rolling shutter door

Double-leaf hinged swing door


